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vention of a jury. The gentlemen who at that time filled this
situation,, were Sir Elijah Impey, Chief Justice, Sir Robert
Chambers, and Mr. Justice Hyde. I was intimate with the
first and the third from early life, having lived with them on
the western circuit. On the trial of this cause, Sir Robert
Chambers thought, that as no criminality had been proved,
no damages should be given. But he afterwards proposed to
give thirty thousand rupees, which are worth about three
thousand pounds sterling. Mr. Justice Hyde was for giving

a hundred thousand rupees.    I believe, that Mr. Justice Hyde

he had

was as upright a judge as ever sat on any bench ; but
an implacable hatred to those who indulged in the crime
imputed to Mr. Francis. Sir Elijah Impey was of opinion,
that although no criminal intercourse had been proved, yet
that the wrong done by Mr. Francis to Mr. Le Grand, in
entering his wife's apartment in the night, and thereby
destroying her reputation, ought to be compensated with
liberal damages. He thought that the sum of thirty
thousand rupees, proposed by Sir Robert Chambers, too
small; and that proposed by Mr. Hyde, of a hundred
thousand, too large. He therefore suggested a middle
course, of fifty thousand rupees. This proposal was ac-
quiesced in by his two colleagues. When Sir Elijah Impey
was delivering the judgment of the Court, my late friend,
Mr. Justice Hyde, could not conceal his eager zeal on the
subject; and when Sir Elijah named the sum of fifty
thousand rupees, Mr. Justice Hyde, to the great amusement
of the bystanders, called out, e Siccas, brother Impey ! ' which
are worth eleven per cent, more than the current rupees.
Perhaps this story may not be thought worthy of relation;
but it gave occasion to that animosity, which Mr. Francis
publicly avowed against Sir Elijah Impey; and the criminal
charge, afterwards brought against him in the House of
Commons, was the offspring of that animosity. I will follow
up this anecdote by mentioning the consequences of the action
Brought by Mr. Le Grand. The lady was divorced : she was
obliged to thraw herself under the protection of Mr. Francis
for subsistence. After a short time she left him, and went to
England. In London, she fell into the company of
M. Talleyrand Perigord. Captivated by her charms, he
prevailed on her to accompany him to Paris, where he
married her; and thus the insult which this lady received
from Mr. Francis, and the loss of reputation, which was,
perhaps unjustly, the consequence of that insult, eventually
elevated her to the rank of Princess of Benevento.
" As I took part in the defence of Mr. Hastings on the two
charges which I have mentioned, and was known to interest